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This report will be considered in public 

 
 
 
1. Summary  

 
1.1 The Committee notes its work programme and agrees any changes at each meeting. 

 
 
2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Committee notes its work programme for 2010/11, as outlined in paragraph 4.1 

of this report.  

 

3. Background   
 

2010/11 topics for investigation – priority areas of work  
 
3.1 London 2012 Sustainable Games – the Committee discussed the environmental sustainability of 

staging the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games with guests at its meeting on 15 July.  The 
draft report is on the agenda for this meeting. 

 
3.2 Rain and river flood risk management – the Committee discussed this issue with guests at its 

meeting in September and a report will be published in the New Year.   
 

3.3 Waste management – Gareth Bacon AM is carrying out a rapporteur review into why recycling 
rates vary so widely across London.  A report will be published in the New Year.   

 
3.4 Air Quality – with the Air Quality Strategy due for publication during the autumn, the Committee’s 

January meeting will be used to explore the issue in detail.  
 
3.5 Lights left on in shops and businesses – Empty premises lit up at night are a highly visible use of 

energy for little obvious benefit.  A review could seek ways to reduce London’s carbon footprint, 
either directly through switching lights off, or indirectly through raising awareness of saving energy.   

 
3.6 Low Carbon economy – the Committee could discuss recent developments in the London 

Development Agency’s climate change programme with a particular emphasis on retro fitting and 
decentralised energy. 

 

3.7 London City Airport – A review into the monitoring processes put in place by the airport to assess 
the impact the increase in flights is having on air quality, noise and climate change, and what action 



        

it is taking to mitigate any identified effects. Newham Council granted planning permission in July 
last year to increase flights to 120,000 per year, up 50 per cent on total flights in 2006. This item is 
scheduled for March 2011 to follow on from the outcome of the judicial review, expected in the New 
Year.   

 
3.7 Two areas for follow-up work are also proposed: 
 

Street trees – to update the Committee on progress made in implementing the recommendations 
made in its report Chainsaw massacre: A review of London’s street trees, published in May 2007.  A 
proposal for an update investigation is on the agenda for this meeting. 
 
Playing fields – To follow up on developments since the Committee’s May 2006 report Offside – 
the loss of London’s playing fields.   

Timetable of Mayoral consultations 
3.8 The table below sets out a timetable for consultation on Mayoral publications.  Officers have not yet 

received any updates on possible timings for publishing the draft Biodiversity and Ambient Noise 
Strategies. 

Policy area Type of consultation Publication date 

Municipal Waste 
Management 

Public 18 October 2010 

Climate Change 
Mitigation and Energy  

Public 8 October 2010 

Business Waste Public 18 October 2010 

Air Quality Public 25 October 2010 

 

 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 
4.1 The remaining meetings for 2010/11 are set out below.  The Chair, with the agreement of Members, 

may schedule further meetings and site visits as required. 

 

Date of 
Committee 

Main business 

13 Jan 2011 
Air quality; 
Street trees update 

3 Feb 2011 Transition to a low carbon economy 

15 Mar 2011 London City Airport 

 

 
5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 
6. Financial Implications 
 



        

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

None 
 
 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
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